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Webs of Kindness
At many SeriousFun camps and programs, a simple ball of 
yarn is turned into an important and powerful activity of 
kindness, reflection, and connection. No matter the name 
it goes by, the activity reminds all of us that we are part of a 
very special community, there is always something new to be 
learned or shared, and no matter the personal challenges or 
circumstance, we can always find a reason to smile. 

Founded in honor of Adam Petty

®

Member Camps &  
Partner Programs

SeriousFun Children’s Network is extremely proud of and grateful 
for our Member Camps and Partner Programs around the world. 
You make it all possible!
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M
aurice Pratt and Don Gogel

Paul Newman famously said, “You can 
leave camp but camp never really leaves 
you.” I can honestly say that there has 
never been a truer statement.

Over the last seven years, I have witnessed the 
transformative impact of SeriousFun camps 
and programs on children, families, caregivers, 
volunteers, partners, and communities. And 
as we proudly honor 30 years of joy, hope, 
friendship, inclusion, and possibility, one thing 
is for certain—we have not only changed 
lives, but we, ourselves, are forever changed. 

All it takes is one encounter with a camper 
parent, one weekend as a volunteer, or 
watching one video of a camper telling their 
own story to feel inspired and changed by the 
work being done at our camps and programs. 
And if you haven’t yet had the opportunity to 
volunteer at a camp, I encourage you to do so. 
You owe the experience to yourself and you 
deserve the impact it will have on your life.

As I make the transition to Board Vice Chair, 
having served as Chair since 2013, I can say 
that I have never been more confident that  
this Network is transforming the lives of 
children with serious illnesses and their 
families—and I am excited for the wisdom, 
energy, and dedication that Maurice will bring  
in his new role as Chair. As a Board of Directors, 
we are 100% committed to continuing Paul’s 
extraordinary legacy, supporting all of our 
campers and families in every way possible,  
and building on the outstanding and innovative 
work being carried out by our camps and 
programs around the world. 

Don Gogel 
Vice Chair

Board Of Directors: 2018
Officers

Don Gogel 
• Chair 
Chairman and CEO,  
Clayton, Dubilier & Rice, LLC.

Maurice Pratt 
• Vice Chair 
Barretstown 
Chairman, Uniphar Plc

John Forester  
• Secretary  
Corporate Executive  
Attorney, Ruder, Ware,  
Michler & Forester (Retired) 

Blake Maher 
• Chief Executive Officer 
CEO, SeriousFun 
Children’s Network

Ingrid Milne  
• Treasurer 
Chief Financial &  
Operations Officer, 
SeriousFun Children’s  
Network

Directors

Page Adler 
The Painted Turtle

Dee Ahearn 
Chair, CEO Council 
CEO, Barretstown

Carolyn M. Bechtel  
Victory Junction 
Real Estate Professional, 
Compass

Steven Berger 
North Star Reach 
CVO, First Choice Building

Emad Bibawi 
Advisory Partner and  
New York Advisory Market 
Leader, KPMG LLP

Cindy Citrone

Laura Chonoles 
Finance Executive (Retired) 

Joe Cronly 
Over The Wall 
Director, Strategy & Investments, 
Larry Ellison Foundation

Wendy Durden 
Camp Boggy Creek 

Eric Feldstein
Chief Financial Officer, 
Health Care Service Corporation

Robert H. Forrester 
Director and Former  
President and CEO, 
Newman’s Own Foundation

John Frascotti 
President & Chief  
Operating Officer, 
Hasbro, Inc.

Georgia Wall Gogel 
Commercial Real Estate 
Attorney (Retired) 

Victor Hershaft 
Double H Ranch 
Vice Chairman, 
Paxar Corporation (Retired)

Fran Horowitz 
CEO, Abercrombie & Fitch Co.

Eric Karp 
Senior Credit Officer, 
Silver Point Capital

Somesh Khanna 
Senior Partner, 
McKinsey & Company

Peter Kulloi 
Chair, Bátor Tábor 
Investment Banker (Retired)

Sara Lahat 
Vice Chair, Jordan River Village 
Philanthropist

John Marshall, III 
CEO, Kresge Foundation (Retired)

Mamoru Matsumoto 
Solaputi Kids’ Camp

Sue McDiarmid MD
Professor of Pediatrics  
and Surgery,
David Geffen School of  
Medicine at University of 
California, Los Angeles

Deidre Meyerson 
The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp

Priya Narang 
Senior Vice President, 
Marketing, The Hill

Tatiana Nourissat-Rosenfeld 
L’ENVOL 
Member of the Executive 
Committee, IDI Group

Serena Porcari  
Dynamo Camp

Jill Rappaport 
Marketing Executive (Retired)

Liz Robbins 
Owner, Liz Robbins Associates

Tim Rose 
Camp Korey 
Executive Vice President, Costco

Robert J. Rukeyser 
Senior Vice President & Director, 
American Brands, Inc. (Retired)

Kathy Starkoff 
Flying Horse Farms

Julie Sullivan 
Roundup River Ranch

Carole Watkins 
Chief Human Resources Officer,  
Cardinal Health (Retired)

Janet Booth Zide 
Corporate Attorney (Retired)

Senior Advisory  
Council

George Barrett

Bill Sanger

Strauss Zelnick

Emeritus Directors

David Horvitz

Ray Lamontagne

Lifetime Director

Joanne Woodward

It is my absolute pleasure to be writing to you as the new Chair of the Board of Directors 
of SeriousFun Children’s Network. While I took on this new role in January of 2019,  
I have served on the Board since 2011, and as Vice Chair since 2014. During that time,  
I can proudly say that the Network, as a community of independent camps and trusted 
program partners, has made huge strides in working collaboratively to impact not only 
the lives of children living with serious illnesses and their families, but toward genuinely 
changing the way that communities, and the world, view and treat the children we serve.

And while I may be new to the Board Chair seat, the incredible progress 
happening at the camp and program level has been happening for decades.

Last year marked the 30th anniversary of the very first SeriousFun camp founded by  
Paul Newman, The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp in Ashford, CT. While people sometimes 
ask whether Paul could have known how far-reaching and life-changing his idea would 
be, I like to think that for Paul, it was as much about changing one life as it was about 
changing tens of thousands.  

And while our creative, resourceful, generous, and funny friend Paul is the originator  
of our shared Network mission, I think he too would agree that it’s the people, 
volunteers, families, communities, donors, and partners who made these 30 years 
of impact possible. Without Paul, we may never have imagined the incredible 
places we have come to know as SeriousFun camps, but without all of you, our 
camps and programs would not have been able to deliver the more than 
154,000+ experiences enjoyed and shared by children and family 
members around the globe last year, totally free of charge.

Thank you for all you did to support our camps and programs in 
2018, and for helping to continue the legacy of Paul Newman.  

Maurice Pratt 
Board Chair

This list includes all  
individuals who served on  
the Board of Directors within 
the 2018 calendar year.

Dear Friends,Dear Friends and Supporters,
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In 2018, the 10 condition groups 
representing the largest populations 
served by SeriousFun are as follows:

Immunological Conditions: 18%

Cancer: 18%

Blood Conditions: 14%

Neurological Conditions: 13%

Endocrine Conditions: 5%

Genetic Conditions: 5%

Gastrointestinal Conditions: 5%

Rheumatological Conditions: 5%

Cardiovascular Conditions: 4%

Kidney Conditions: 2%

We Are 
Changing Lives: 
2018 Impact
Medical Conditions Served

SeriousFun Children’s Network is the leading community of  
medical specialty camps, serving children living with more than  
50 different medical conditions, as well as many rare conditions.

SeriousFun camps and programs served 13 new 
medical conditions in 2018, including Ehlers-
Danlos syndrome, Neurofibromatosis, 
VACTERL, and Spinal Muscular Atrophy.

Each year, the camps and programs  
are working to offer the camp 
experience to even more children, 
expanding sessions to allow more 
participants and addressing 
the needs of children living 
with rare diseases, as well 
as those campers needing 
a higher level of care. 

154,000+ 
experiences for 

children living with 
serious illnesses and 
their family members 

6,600 first-time campers  
attended a SeriousFun 

residential camp

28,300+
volunteers  

supported camp 
programming, outreach, 

and fundraising

1,185,000+ 
life-changing 

experiences for 
children and family 

members served 
since the first camp 

opened in 1988

Double H Ranch, N
Y
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We Are Intentional: Leveraging Expertise
Above All Else: Safe, Secure, And Well 

Whether it’s the first thing you see in a photo of a camper at play, the 
vibe you get at a camp event, or the word that jumps out at you in our 
name, SeriousFun camps are all about fun—the kind of self-esteem 
building, freedom-filled fun that makes our camps truly life-changing 

for children who would otherwise be unable to attend a traditional 
camp. But the fun is only possible because of the high-quality medical 
care, vast expertise, state-of-the-art medical facilities, intentional 
programming, and constant commitment to health and safety.

“We’ve had doctors who 
have volunteered there who say ‘I will never be able to practice medicine the way I did before I came here because when I saw a kid coming through the door he was a patient—now he’s a kid.’” 

– Paul Newman

The Painted Turtle, CA

Dr. Wendy Cook: Taking Camp Medical Care Seriously

Dr. Wendy Cook is a pediatrician, mom, cancer survivor, 
and pioneer—all wrapped into one. Dr. Wendy started 
as a SeriousFun cabin counselor, then served as a Unit 
Leader and Volunteer Camp Doctor while dreaming of 
practicing medicine year-round at a SeriousFun camp.

Following a pediatric residency at Stanford University, Wendy realized 
that dream when she became the Founding Medical Director of The 
Painted Turtle, the SeriousFun camp in California, and had the opportunity 
to care for extraordinary children and their families. She established 
many of the systems, protocols, and safeguards that are still in place at 
The Painted Turtle, and shared throughout the Network, which ensure 
the health and safety of campers, siblings, families, and volunteers. 

As the Network expanded, Wendy joined the SeriousFun Support Center 
team as Medical Advisor to help coordinate and guide the medical 
services of the entire global community of camps and programs. 
Wendy provides support to existing programs and is instrumental 
in the development of sound medical programs at emerging camps. 
She helps camps design medical centers, create staffing models, set 
up inventory, and develop medical policies and procedures to ensure 
that campers' needs are handled with the utmost safety and care.

Thirty years after she first stepped foot onto a SeriousFun camp, 
Wendy is just as committed to making our camps safe for children 
and families. “Medically, we care for children in a nurturing, child-
friendly way so that campers have fun and feel a sense of belonging. 
On any given day, campers with diabetes have ‘pump changing 
parties,’ children living with hemophilia infuse their factor prophylaxis 
together around family-style tables, and children receive their 
hemodialysis while watching horse barn staff do rope tricks.” 
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Dave Nelson, MD, In
terim Medical Director, The Hole in
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ang Camp, and Wendy Cook, MD
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Youth Impact Study Highlights Lasting Impact of SeriousFun Camps

Paul Newman always knew what a 
powerful impact a dose of camp could 
have on children. Having savored
summers of independence, friendship,  
fun, and trying new things at camp himself,
he endeavored to create a camp that
would offer children living with life-
limiting conditions a chance to explore 
and embrace the activities and enjoyment 
that was experienced by other kids, but 
often felt just out of their reach.

Now, 30 years after he opened that camp, 
the immediate impact of the SeriousFun 
camp experience is still as important 
as ever, but the lasting impact is 

truly changing lives. In 2018, The American 
Camp Association (ACA) and the University 
of Utah worked with SeriousFun to carry 
out a Youth Impact Study to understand the 
long-term learning outcomes of the camp 
experience on children living with serious 
illnesses who attended a SeriousFun camp.   

Alumni campers aged 18–25 from eight 
SeriousFun camps across the United States, 
Hungary, and Ireland experienced a number 
of beneficial outcomes from camp that they 
now consider useful in their daily, adult lives. 
The most prominent of those outcomes were 
appreciation for diversity, living in the moment, 
empathy and compassion, perseverance, 

self-confidence, and self-identity. They 
also conveyed that they primarily learned 
these outcomes at camp, compared to 
other environments like home or school. For 
them, camp was a unique experience that 
allowed them to develop these outcomes in a 
supportive and encouraging environment.

Alumni campers also responded that the 
aspect of camp that most supported the 
development of these outcomes was the 
people. Camp leaders, staff, and volunteers 
were the people who created the environment 
in which campers could have these 
positive experiences and truly thrive.

We Are Innovative:  
Building Capacity
Development and Finance Conference

Held in Columbus, Ohio, in the fall of 2018, the SeriousFun Development 
and Finance Conference brought together those who are financially 
responsible for camps to share best practices, discuss current and 
Network trends, and learn from experts in their fields. CEOs, Directors 
of Development, and CFOs took part in large group discussions, 

breakout sessions, roundtables, and a visit to Flying Horse Farms, 
the SeriousFun camp in Ohio, all with the aim of sharing knowledge 
and strengthening connections. The event was held in conjunction 
with The A&F Challenge, allowing camps to more efficiently use 
resources and attend both the conference and The A&F Challenge.

SeriousFun staff and conference participants

Camp Korey, WA
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Program Operations Conference

The 2018 Program Operations Conference was held in February in 
Orlando, Florida. The conference brought together program-focused 
staff, Executive Camp Directors, and CEOs from Member Camps to 
connect in person and learn through a variety of knowledge sharing 
activities. Participants discussed emerging topics such as diversity, 
equity, inclusion, and child protection; and addressed Network-wide 
challenges related to programming. The event was held in conjunction 
with the American Camp Association (ACA) National Conference, 
making efficient use of resources for camp staff and resulting in a 
more significant SeriousFun presence at the ACA conference.

Participants on the last day of the conference

Breakout session at the 2018 Program Conference

2018 Fellowship Peer Exchange 

SeriousFun Children’s Network offers a year-long professional 
development fellowship to six full-time staff from Member Camps 
in the Network. The cohort of Fellows, identified by their supervisors 
and selected through an application process, work and learn together 
through leadership development workshops, year-long projects, and 
peer mentorship, all while based at their home camp. The program 
included a mix of in-person and remote learning opportunities 
on topics such as project management, coaching and feedback, 

program innovation, goal achievement, and problem solving. Each 
Fellow also had the opportunity to go on a peer exchange to visit 
another Network camp. The exchange provides the chance for 
each Fellow to see a different Network camp in action, leading to 
increased knowledge sharing between camps and individuals, and, 
in some cases, an opportunity for Fellows to meet their peer mentor 
in person. The peer exchange fosters connection and professional 
development for both the Fellow and the local camp team.

Alexa Donner  

from
 Flying H

orse Farm
s  

visited Cam
p Boggy Creek 

Alexi Coppinger  

from
 The Painted Turtle  

visited Flying Horse Farm
s

Paul Breen  

from
 Over the W

all  

visited Double H
 Ranch

Keith O'Rourke  

from
 Barretstow

n  

visited The H
ole in 

the W
all Gang Cam

p  

Elena Giorgini  

from Dynamo Camp  

visited Barretstown

Lázsló Kiss  

from
 Bátor Tábor

2018 SeriousFun Fellows
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The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp, CT

We Are Family: 
Creating Connections
It all began with one thought: that every child, no 
matter their illness, deserves the chance to simply and freely 
be a kid. In 1988, that dream became a reality. Paul Newman 
founded The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp in Ashford, CT—
welcoming kids who’d otherwise miss out on the transformational 
spirit and friendships that go hand-in-hand with camp. 

And that camp is no ordinary place. It’s a place where no 
child is defined by their illness or medical condition; where 
the impossible is made possible; where the question is 
never ‘if’ something can be done, but always ‘how.’ 

Camps 
Celebrating 
Anniversaries 
in 2018

10 Years! 30 Years!

That spirit launched a quiet movement and inspired the creation 
of a global network of 30 camps and programs. Thirty years later, 
the mission and experience still resonate just as deeply with kids, 
families, volunteers, and donors around the world. Congratulations 
to The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp on 30 incredible years!

                           The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp, CT
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Niki’s Story— As told by Niki’s mom Eszter

Niki got cancer around her 5th birthday. 
It started with a fever, then suddenly she 
got bruises all over her body. I just thought 
she inherited that thin skin of mine. Then 
she had a fever again. She was so down. I’d 
never seen her like that before. I took Niki 
to see our family doctor and when she saw 
her, she immediately sent us to a children’s 
clinic for an emergency blood test. 

“You will have to stay for a while,” they said.  
My husband went home to grab some clothes 
and other things for us, so I was alone when the 
doctors said Niki’s blood count looks terrible.

“It’s Leukemia, isn’t it?” I asked.

“Probably, yes.”

They sent us to another clinic where they 
treat children with oncological diseases. 
Niki had a bone marrow test there. 
That was when the doctors gave us the 
final diagnosis—it was Leukemia.  

Our life changed completely. I was in the 
hospital with Niki 24/7. I could not work 
anymore. My husband and my parents were 

taking care of our home. From time to time,  
I tried to go to my son’s school celebrations, 
he needed me too. But the worst part was 
how the drugs changed Niki. She had always 
been shy and reserved, but the drugs made 
her depressed. She would lie on her bed, 
turned to the wall, for days—not saying 
a word. Fortunately though, Niki’s type of 
Leukemia didn’t require a transplant and she 
was steadily recovering. After seven months, 
we were able to leave the hospital behind. For 
others it might take a year. Or even more.

We were still in the hospital when we first 
heard about Bátor Tábor, the SeriousFun 
camp in Hungary. Other parents told us 
wonderful things about it. But my husband 
didn’t want to go, he is just as shy as Niki, so 
a year passed without going there. The 
next year I put my foot down saying 
I knew we had to go. So, we did. 

I cried a lot during those four 
days at camp. Those tears 
were cleansing me. This 
was the first time since 
Niki’s illness when I felt 
a release, even happy. 

Everybody is kind there, everybody smiles, 
and you don’t feel worried anymore. Among 
families who went through the same as us 
we felt that, finally, someone understood us. 

Today when I hear the music of the camp 
dance, I can’t help it, I start to dance. Our family 
plays the games that we learned at camp and 
my children talk about it all the time. When my 
son’s physical education teacher wanted to 
cut the Bátor Tábor bracelet off his wrist I had 
to go talk to her. “Look, I have it too. Our whole 
family has a bracelet like this. This bracelet 
means the world to us. You cannot cut it off.”

“You know it really is sad what happened to us. But we still try to get the best 
out of it. We met so many wonderful people through Niki’s illness, and so many 
good things happened to us. And without a doubt: the best of all of it is camp.”

— Eszter

Niki and her brother rocking Bátor Tábor's 15th Anniversary Tees!

  Niki and her family dressed up for Carnival at Family Camp
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Campers and Special Friends  
Take Center Stage

Camp found a place among the bright lights of New York 
and London once again in 2018! The annual SeriousFun 
galas brought supporters, partners, campers, and 
families together to celebrate three incredible decades 
of Paul Newman’s vision—raising even more awareness 
and support to keep his legacy, and the impact of camp, 
growing for years to come. Among the talented guests 
to perform at the events were Boy George, Kevin Bacon, 
Orlando Bloom, Jackson Browne, Morgan Freeman, 
Stephen Fry, Hugh Laurie, Liam Neeson, Natalie 
Pinkham, and, of course, the SERIOUSFUN CAMPERS! 

In addition to raising more than $2.2 million to 
support SeriousFun camps and programs around 

the world, the 2018 galas proudly recognized 
the 10th anniversary of the SeriousFun Partner 
Programs. In New York, Baylor College of Medicine 
International Pediatric AIDS Initiative (BIPAI) at 
Texas Children's Hospital was honored for their 
dedication to providing transformative camp 

experiences to children living with HIV/AIDS in  
       various parts of Africa over the last 14 years. 

Orlando Bloom welcomed guests in London while Boy George, Stephen Fry, and H
ugh Laurie m

et b
acksta

ge.

The stars of the 2018 London gala—the campers!

SeriousFun and INDYCAR: A Partnership Built on a Legacy

Paul Newman once said there were two places he felt most at home—at camp 
and at the racetrack. As his daughter Clea, Ambassador for SeriousFun, tells it, 
that’s because the people he met at camp and at the track were just like family—
welcoming communities who wanted to support each other wholeheartedly.

In 2008, those two communities announced they would join together to create 
even more opportunities for children living with serious illnesses and their 
families. As an accomplished and respected driver and INDYCAR team owner 
himself, Paul was excited about the opportunity to rally the INDYCAR community 
in support of the camps around the world. Sadly, Paul passed away just a few 
months later, before the partnership had a chance to get off the ground.

In 2018, SeriousFun and INDYCAR rekindled the partnership and,  
at the INDYCAR Grand Prix in May, SeriousFun was announced  
as an Official Charity of INDYCAR.

Some highlights of the first year of the INDYCAR partnership were:

•  Campers and families were treated 
to VIP experiences at five INDYCAR 
races around the United States

•  Clea Newman served as Grand 
Marshal of the Desert Diamond 
West Valley Casino Phoenix Grand 
Prix at ISM Raceway in Phoenix, AZ

•  2017 INDYCAR Champion Josef 
Newgarden visited The Hole in the 
Wall Gang Camp to learn more about 
the camp experience, and hosted 
a celebrity ping pong event which 
raised $25,000 to support SeriousFun

•  INDYCAR encouraged  
fan engagement at races and online 
through driver 
videos, online 
features, and 
social media, 
as well as a 
special edition 
Leave Your 
Legacy t-shirt 
featuring a 
vintage photo of 
Paul Newman

Start your engines: Campers and families got an insider look at the world of INDYCAR
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Camp Rainbow, Bangalore, India

Camp Footprints, South Africa

Thanks to the endless dedication, 
knowledge, and support of our partners—
more than 150,000 children have had 
the chance to learn, dance, explore, 
and imagine their way to a future they 
never thought could be theirs.

Camp Hope, Botswana: Staff training session
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2018: Celebrating 10 Years of 
SeriousFun Partner Programs

It was 2001 when Paul Newman took a trip to Africa 
that would first inspire him in a way no one expected. 
Having witnessed the positive effects of camp on 
children living with serious illnesses in the U.S. and 
Europe, he asked the question “why not here?”

Approximately seven years later, 
it was happening there. 

In countries where the medical and psychosocial needs 
of children living with HIV, and other illnesses, demand 
more than local resources can provide, SeriousFun 
Partner Programs meet the needs of children who 
have been marginalized by their condition. 

By collaborating with highly respected local and 
international organizations who share SeriousFun’s 
vision and standards, children in Africa, Asia, and the 
Caribbean are experiencing the camp magic that helps 
them reclaim their childhoods, restore their hope, and 
renew their sense of possibility. And it is truly these 
partners that bring the programs to life. Our partners 
provide high-quality medical care and expertise, 
comprehensive professional training and support, 
and essential insights on the needs and priorities of 
the communities we serve—helping connect camp 
to the local culture which is critical to sustainability.
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2018 SeriousFun Partner Programs Conference

The 2018 SeriousFun Partner Programs Conference was held in 
Hammanskraal, South Africa, in the fall of 2018. This conference, 
celebrating the 10-year anniversary of the SeriousFun Partner 
Programs, was a gathering of representatives from partner 
organizations throughout Africa and Asia. 

The conference was focused around the theme of Partners in 
Excellence: Smarter, Stronger, Together, and included small group 
sessions, group presentations, and roundtable discussions. 
Seventy percent of the content was designed and facilitated by the 
participants, allowing the program teams to learn from one another.

Thank you to all of the partners who made 
2018 such a transformational year for 
children and communities throughout 
Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean:

Access Health Africa

Action Service Hope 
for AIDS Foundation

AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation-Eswatini

Baylor College of 
Medicine Children’s 
Foundation-Malawi

Baylor College of 
Medicine Children’s 
Foundation-Swaziland

Baylor College of 
Medicine Children’s 
Foundation-Tanzania

Baylor College of 
Medicine Children’s 
Foundation-Uganda  

Botswana-Baylor 
Children’s Clinical 
Centre of Excellence 

Elizabeth Glaser 
Pediatric AIDS 
Foundation–Eswatini

Good Shepherd 
Hospital

Just Footprints 
Foundation

Meenakshi Mission 
Hospital and 
Research Centre

New Hope for 
Cambodian Children

Reaching the 
Unreached

Sentebale

Worldwide Orphans 
Foundation-Ethiopia

Worldwide Orphans 
Foundation-Haiti

Worldwide Orphans 
Foundation-Vietnam

Young Heroes

Y.R. Gaitonde Centre 
for AIDS Research 
and Education

A Commitment to Camp

In 2018, SeriousFun’s partner Baylor College of Medicine 
International Pediatric AIDS Initiative (BIPAI) at Texas Children's 
Hospital announced their renewed joint commitment to providing 
life-changing camp experiences and medical and psychosocial 
support to children living with or vulnerable to HIV/AIDS in Africa.

SeriousFun has had a presence in Africa since 2001, initially providing 
camp experiences to children in Botswana, Namibia, Malawi and South 
Africa. In 2004, BIPAI sent 60 children to the camp that was operating 
in Botswana, and by 2018, SeriousFun and BIPAI had partnered in five 
African countries (Uganda, Eswatini, Malawi, Tanzania and Botswana) 
to offer camp programs to vulnerable children in these areas.

“In partnership with SeriousFun Children’s Network, we launched 
Camp Hope-Botswana in 2004 with the aim of replicating 
the incredible impact that both BIPAI and SeriousFun were 

having with our respective programs in the U.S. and elsewhere around 
the world,” said Michael B. Mizwa, chief operating officer and senior 
vice president, BIPAI. “We’re so proud that today our camp programs 
serve hundreds of youth with HIV who are now thriving in large 
part because of the support they receive through this partnership. 
We look forward to working together for the next five years to 
continue to serve as many youths as possible and change lives.”

The agreement signed between our two organizations emphasizes 
our continued collaboration to enhance residential camps, outreach 
activities, and capacity building programs, especially as they relate 
to education around HIV/AIDS, cancer, and other conditions. The 

camps provide children, adolescents, and their families with 
critical education, encourage positive attitudes toward 

treatment, and foster adherence to medication so they 
can remain healthy after their experience at camp.
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artner Programs conference attendees in Hammanskraal, South Africa

Dr. Bathusi raising the roof at Camp Hope, Botswana
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Brenda’s Story: The Gift of Camp for Lifetimes to Come

Before Paul Newman passed away, Brenda Eng sent him a letter to say “thank you.” While she’s surely not the only person to send 
him a letter of admiration or appreciation, she wasn’t necessarily the typical sender. Brenda was a pediatric oncology nurse, now 
an orthopedic nurse practitioner, who had never met Paul, but he had affected her life in a way she never could have imagined.

Brenda wanted to thank Paul for helping create the place 
where she would spend a week almost every summer since 
1997: Barretstown, the SeriousFun camp in Ireland. Over the 
years, she became a true champion for camp because, as a 
dedicated volunteer, she knew firsthand the impact it had on 
children living with serious illnesses, their families, and her.   

Brenda first heard of Barretstown from a friend, another nurse, 
who had volunteered there. As Brenda states, “I thought I’ll do one 
summer, but I got hooked. For me, it’s truly an epic journey from 
Seattle to Barretstown, one year it took me 24 hours door-to-door. 
But I really don’t care what it takes to get there. You get way more 
than you ever put in. The life lessons and the deep friendships, 
they are priceless. You can’t get them anywhere else. It’s as life-
changing for volunteers as it is for children and families.”

Now, 22 summers later, having volunteered at Barretstown an 
unbelievable 15 times—and at Camp Korey, the SeriousFun camp in 
Washington, seven times—Brenda has made another decision that will 
help ensure she will be part of Barretstown and SeriousFun forever. 

Brenda chose to make SeriousFun the beneficiary of her life insurance 
policy and one of her retirement funds. For her, she said it just made 
sense. “I mean if you think about it this way, long after the time you and I 
are on this planet, and we can’t take any of it with us, how meaningful is 
it that we can ensure this magic lives on? There’s going to come a point 
that I can’t go to camp but there is peace of mind in planning ahead to 
ensure something so meaningful and significant can continue long past 
when we are gone. A big piece of my heart is always with these kids.”

And although Brenda didn’t receive a direct response to her 
letter from Paul Newman, she believes in her heart that it got 
to him and he knew what an important part of her life camp 
had become. They do, after all, share the same birthday.

For more information on how you can support  
SeriousFun camps and programs for years to come,  

contact Julia Harris, Director of Donor Relations: 
jharris@seriousfunnetwork.org or 203.571.0694

 Brenda and seven dwarves at Barretstown, Ireland

In A Land far, far away, of fantasy and fairytales, somewhere between 
heaven and earth, there is a place where children are children 
and forget, for a while, they have a serious, life-threatening 

illness. They say this place is magical. I say it is the alchemy of the children who come and 
the people who make up this village that makes up the magic. As the Irish say, ‘slán abhaile’ 
—till our paths cross again. I will take a few specks of magical fairy dust with me in the form 
of lasting memories and friendships. Anne Frank once said, “one does not become poor by 
giving.” I am blessed and privileged to be part of this, and so much unspeakably richer for 
these moments of magic, of laughter, dancing, singing, and chattering every language.

Written by Brenda Eng following her 12th trip to Barretstown, 
the SeriousFun camp in Ireland, in 2015
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We Are Responsible: 2018 FINANCIALS  
(January 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018)
This information reflects the financial statement for total support and revenue for SeriousFun Children’s Network, as well as total program 
and support services provided to camps and programs throughout the Network. As a result of the generous ongoing support provided by 
Newman’s Own Foundation and our network of dedicated partners and donors, as well as our persistent focus on efficient and responsible 
use of resources, we are able to provide valuable program and support services to our Network and honor the intent of our donors.

Support & Revenue

Support 2018 2017 
Contributions & Special Events $12,801,721 $14,280,558 
Contributions-In-Kind $1,227,939 $1,309,793 
Total Support $14,029,660 $15,590,351

Revenue   
Dividend, Interest Income $179,506 $106,887 
Gains & Losses on Investments -$266,435 $137,219 
Total Revenue -$86,929 $244,106

Total Support & Revenue $13,942,731 $15,834,457

Expenses

Program Services 2018 2017 
Program $8,959,741 $10,905,019 
Contribution-In-Kind Expenses* $1,227,939 $1,309,793 
Total Program Services $10,187,680 $12,214,812

Support Services   
General Administrative $596,611 $596,545 
Development $1,799,439 $1,572,192 
Total Support Services $2,396,050 $2,168,737

Total Expenses $12,583,730 $14,383,549

Gain (Loss) on Foreign Currency -$19,763 $85,362

Total Change in Net Assets $1,339,238 $1,536,270

Net Assets at beginning of FY 2018 2017 
 $9,739,575 $8,203,305

End Net Assets** $11,078,813 $9,739,575

Victory Junction, NC

*  $1,227,939 of contribution-in-kind expenses 
(donated t-shirts, games, and craft items)  
were included in overall program expenses. 

The difference in year-over-year contributions and expenditures on program services was 
anticipated and was the result of the completion of a ~$2 million donor funded project in 2017.

**   4,623,298 of net assets is restricted to programs; 
$1,006,634 is the value of an $1,100,000 
endowment from which the income will  
support campers and counsellorships.
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Solaputi Kids’ Camp, Japan

Thanks A Million!

To all of our partners, donors, staff, volunteers, families, campers, 
and friends—you mean the world to us! Everything you do to support 
our mission, spread the word, and not only sustain, but advance, the 
work of our camps and programs is vital. We are forever grateful and 
look forward to celebrating millions more experiences together!

In-Kind Support

In-kind donations are critical to offsetting a variety of Network 
and direct camp costs. These donations not only include products 
and materials, but partners also provide valuable services, 
expertise, and resources to help strengthen and optimize the 
functioning of the camps, programs, and the Support Center.

Thank you to the following partners who donated 
in-kind products and resources in 2018.

Camp Champs

We are grateful to our Camp Champs who support camps and programs 
by making monthly contributions. A monthly gift, no matter the size, 
provides a reliable resource to support our year-round camp programs. 

Thank you for your monthly commitment to camps and kids!

Anonymous

Deborah and Mark Archer

Hope and Mark Bailot

Casey Bishop

Eugene Charette

Allison and James Csonka

Patricia and Charles DeLany

Dawn DiElsi

Tara Fisher

Alexander Fruth

Michael Gordon

Fuad Harfuch

Grace Hotze

Jackie and Brent Kittle

Denise Klinter

Donna Mayers

Dianna and Curt McDaniels

John McLaughlin

Anthony Meeker

Jerrold Mraz

Kristine Mulford

Karen and Thomas Peterson

Brent Reynolds

Charles Schmidheiser

Camilla Soegaard Bjoernbak

Jayne Stewart

Gary Sweeney

Douglas Thomson

Angela Tiseo
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Paul Newman on one of his many visits to The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp, CT

We Are Lucky: Thank You Donors! 

“I wanted, I think, to acknowledge luck; the chance of it, the benevolence of it in my life, 

and the brutality of it in the lives of others, made especially savage for children because 

they may not be allowed the good fortune of a lifetime to correct it.” – Paul Newman 

The Power of Luck

Paul Newman’s belief in the power of luck has always played a 
special role in the history and work of SeriousFun. It is the simple 
idea that being lucky, in whichever way you may find yourself 
lucky, is something to be grateful for, and it serves as a constant 
reminder that those who can do a little good in the world, should.

The commitment and generosity shown by all of our donors makes 
all of us at SeriousFun feel very lucky. By choosing to open your 
heart to kids and families all around the world who need a little 
luck themselves, you are truly making the world a better place.

$4,500,000+

Newman's Own Inc. and 
Newman's Own Foundation

Including corporate and foundation  
grants, as well as Community  
Partners Program grants made on  
the recommendation of Lori DiBiase,  
John Frascotti, John E. Marshall III,  
Lissy Newman, Clea Newman Soderlund, 
Serena Porcari, and Joanne Woodward.

$4,000,000+

Abercrombie & Fitch Co. 

$1,000,000+

Anonymous*

Shire (now part of Takeda)

$500,000+

Ben & Jerry's Homemade, Inc.

Jimmy Fallon*

GSK

$200,000+

The Theodore J. Forstmann 
Charitable Trust*

$150,000+

Cindy and Rob Citrone

Hasbro Children's Fund

$100,000+

Anonymous*

Georgia Wall Gogel and Don Gogel

Joanne Woodward

$75,000+

Phi Kappa Tau  
Fraternity & Foundation

Catherine and Alex Schmid

$50,000+

Adage Capital Management

Anonymous

Anonymous

First Eagle Investment 
Management Foundation

Leonard and Judy Lauder Fund

Jill and Alan Rappaport*

Those donors signified with an asterisk 
(*) are members of the Campfire Circle, 
SeriousFun’s annual giving society for 
individuals who make cumulative gifts 
of $1,000 or more to the annual fund.
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$25,000+

Bloomberg Philanthropies

August A. Busch III Charitable Trust*

Cain Hoy Enterprises

Galliard Homes

Goldman Sachs Gives

The Marc Haas Foundation

HBO

The Y.C. Ho / Helen &  
Michael Chiang Foundation

David and Francie Horvitz 
Family Foundation*

Lara and Gernot Lohr

Cheryl and Jim Markham, 
ColorProof, Color Care Authority

Marsal Family Foundation

National Recreation Foundation

Leah and Bob Rukeyser

Sydney and Stanley S. Shuman

Clea Newman Soderlund 
and Kurt Soderlund

Amy and John Weinberg

Betsy Weiser and Eric Karp

Elizabeth and Anthony Werley*

Janet and Stephen Zide*

$15,000+

Debbie and Glenn August

Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation

Frechette Family Foundation

GOJO Industries, Inc.

Fran Horowitz and Michael Bonadies*

The Liden Fund of the Toledo  
Community Foundation / Alliene Liden*

Laura and Scott Malkin

Martin Foundation*

Phi Kappa Tau, Beta Beta Chapter

Mark James Siggers

Julie and Hugh Sullivan

Texas Children's Hospital

$10,000+

Anonymous

Laura and Lloyd Blankfein

Mary Pat Bonner

C.J. O’Shea Group Ltd

Community Health Charities

The James and Judith K. 
Dimon Foundation

Wendy and Hugh Durden*

English Provender Company

Firestone

Michael Froman

Anita and Steve Gilbert

Meg and Bennett Goodman

The Linda Graef Jones Charitable Fund

Seema and Somesh Khanna

The A.L. Mailman Family 
Foundation, Inc.*

Sharon and Colin Morris

Rory O’Connor

Robert Osterbauer

Don O'Sullivan

Phi Kappa Tau, Gamma Chapter

Alexia and Jonathan Quin

Robertson Foundation

Jane A. Rudko and Martin A. Kessler

Michelle Udrih

Wyndham Worldwide 
Charitable Foundation

$5,000+

Anonymous

Anonymous*

Paula Arrojo

Boston Consulting Group

Cain International

Laura and Andy Chonoles

Nora and Gordon Cooper

Tamsin and Joe Cronly

Vicky and Anthony Diamandakis

Judy Foley

John Forester

Linda and Robert Forrester*

James Galowski

Lisa Grant and William Weitzer

Clare Gustafson*

Anne and Bruce Hemphill

Joan and David Henle

Bob Hillis*

Howard Kennedy, LLP

Christy and Andrew Howe*

Carl C. Icahn Foundation

Lynn and Don Janklow*

Susan Kail and Paul Kramer

Lena Kaplan

Keurig Green Mountain, Inc.

Ludwig Family Charitable Fund

Susan and Morris Mark

Diana and John E. Marshall III*

Mariia Meijer

Names Family Foundation*

Network For Good

Sharon O'Connor and John Frascotti

Phi Kappa Tau, Epsilon Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Gamma Tau Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Upsilon Chapter

Marla Prather and Jonathan Schiller

Nadia and Cameron Read

Redburn

Richard Reiss

Elli and Marc Stern*

Anne Stevens

The Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation*

Maria Tribe and Henrik Matsen 

Uniphar

Universal Music Group

John Vogelstein*

Carole Watkins and Craig Woods

The Watt Family Foundation*

Audrey and Ken Weil

Joan and Charles Weissman

Judy and Josh Weston

Allison Wyatt Memorial Fund*

YourCause, LLC

$2,500+

Agilent Technologies Foundation

Anonymous

Rosemary and John Ashby

Kraemer and Bruce Becker

Karen Benner

Traci and Steven Berger

Emily Bailey Berry and Joe Berry

Stephen Byrne

Julie and Joe Carey

David Chavolla*

Dell Corporate

DeMartini Family Foundation

Roberta and Steve Denning

Olivia Dowling

Duff & Phelps Charitable Foundation

ExxonMobil Foundation

Patrick Farrell

Ludovico Fassati

Freddy Ferreira

Carlie and Neal Garonzik

Angela and Alan Harper

Allison Havey

Jana Hecker

Harold J. and Margaret Heinold 
Foundation Fund*

Yvette and Victor Hershaft

Erica Hartman-Horvitz and 
Richard Horvitz*

IMC Financial Markets

Alison Kenworthy and Michael Koenigs*

The Little Gym International, Inc.

Magheramourne Foundation*

The Charles A. Mastronardi Foundation

Maxmara USA Inc.

Tracy McVey

Gwendolyn Merrill

Sarah Min and Matthew Pincus

Cassie Murray and Bill Plapinger

Peter Neumeier*

Maurice Ostro

Phi Kappa Tau, Beta Psi Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Delta Gamma Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Delta Omega Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Zeta Alpha Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Zeta Gamma Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Zeta Omicron Chapter

Denise and John Philipp

Mary Beth and John Powers

Kealy Prager

Julie Quadrio-Curzio
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Douglas E. Schoen

Thomas Shanks*

Donald Simms

Sue and Mike Smith*

Kathy and Alan Starkoff

Beth Stevens

The Leila & Mickey Straus 
Family Charitable Trust

TruBeauty Concepts

Minh Vo and Yasser Toor

Ramy Wahbeh

The John W. Warner, IV  
Foundation, Inc.*

Susan Weatherley Family 
Charitable Fund*

Art Wilmes*

Ann Zucker

$1,000+

Ron Aardema

Madelyn Adamson

Catherine Adler

Arlene and Alan Alda

America's Charities

Anonymous*

Anonymous*

Anonymous

Craig Appel

Damien Bailly

Maureen Barton

Anne and John Baum*

The Baxter International Foundation

Brian Bechtel*

Bentall Kennedy

The Benevity Community Impact Fund

Christine and James Berick*

Claude Bernstein

BHB Foundation*

The Biegelsen Foundation, Inc.*

Marilyn and Marshall Butler Foundation

Alessandra Calamai

June Clark and Allen Stewart

Marla Coleman

John Kevin Conners

Judy and David D'Eramo*

Delouvrier Family Foundation

Delta Kappa Alpha LMU

Kerrie Depot

Peter Deutsch

Stephanie and Russell Deyo*

Linn Parrish Elmes

Marcello Gallo

William Gassert*

Cathe Giffuni*

Goldman, Sachs & Co. 
Matching Gift Program

Emma Goltz

Agnes Gund

Diana and Michael Haddad

Michela Hancock

David Hirschfield

Claire Hitchcock

Carol and Richard Hochman

IndyCar and Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway

Kirsten and Charles Imohiosen

Andrew Johnson*

JP Morgan Chase

Yue-Sai Kan

Andrew Karp

Vicki and Frank Kastory*

Meredithe and Mitchel Katz*

Joan Kingsley

Nancy Fisher and Marc Kirschner

KPMG LLP

Peter Kulloi*

Lake Louise Campground*

Paul LeClerc

Marley B. Lewis*

The Little Gym of Knoxville

Captain Kevin Llorente 
Memorial Foundation, Inc.*

Gareth Longden

Loy Norrix PeaceJam

Luca Lupone

Diana and Peter Magyar

Ellen Marram and David Ruttenberg*

Donna and Pat Martin

Graham McIntosh

Joyce F. Menschel

Rebecca and Knut Menshen*

Emily Michael*

Priscilla Miranda Foundation Fund*

Charlotte Moss and Barry Friedberg

Julie and Mark Mugge

Priya Narang and Dr. Geoffrey Church

Tracey and Anil Narang

Brooke and Daniel M. Neidich

Ashley Welch and Josef Newgarden*

Louise O'Reilly*

Pamela and Edward Pantzer 
Charitable Fund

PayPal Giving Fund

Pirelli Tire LLC

Lyn Paulsin

Phi Kappa Tau, Alpha Delta Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Alpha Phi Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Alpha Tau Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Beta Epsilon Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Beta Lambda Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Beta Mu Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Beta Omicron Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Epsilon Kappa Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Theta Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Zeta Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Zeta Epsilon Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Zeta Mu Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Zeta Rho Chapter

Dan Piggott

Deana Marie Puccio Ferraro

Ger Rabbette

Catherine Mary Rice

Christian Rochat*

Laura and James Ross

Susan and Mark Rozelle

Ann & Richard Sarnoff Family Foundation

Barbara and Allen Schwartz

Ann Marie Scichili

Serious Goods LLC*

Camilla Soegaard Bjoernbak*

Sonia Spiga and Luigi Piantadosi

Deirdre and George Spiropoulous

Dorothy and Craig Stapleton*

Francis Sultana

TisBest Philanthropy

Lizzie and Jonathan M. Tisch

Melanie Tolleson

Deanne and Seth Tucker

Venberg Foundation*

Shari Vogt*

George and Lynn Vos

Anne and Troy Wagner

Danielle Weisberg

Carolyn Westerberg

Malcolm Hewitt Wiener Foundation

Carly B. Zakin

Zunda Group LLC

$500+

The 1156 Foundation

Alpha Delta Pi Foundation, Inc.

Amazon Smile

Anonymous

Applied Material Corporation

Souleymane Ba

Joel Bailey

Robert Baird

Reina Barcan

Karen Brounstein

Elizabeth Capozzi

Fiona D'Silva

Leslee Dart

Delta Kappa, Alpha Zeta Chapter, 
Chapman University

Karen Drechsler

Bonnie Eisenfeld

Ross Elder

Tara Fisher

Lynne and Nick Giordano

Robert Granfield

Nimet Habachy

Ian Hale

Robin and Jan Hogen Family Fund

Janklow Foundation

Rebecca Jay

Adam Jed

Martha Jolicoeur

Nancy Kendall

Diane Kennedy

Lorie Khatod

Zara Klaff

The Little Gym of Abington

Kathryn Masi and Maxwell Waters

Kelly Maslick

Matthew McKenna Family Fund

Deidre Meyerson

Jan Mol

Kendra Peavy

Phi Kappa Tau, Alpha Sigma Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Beta Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Beta Omega Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Delta Beta Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Epsilon Sigma Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Gamma Alpha Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Gamma Beta Chapter

Phi Kappa Tau, Zeta Lambda Chapter

Nina Potamianou

Meredith and Michael Priest

Amit Rakhit

Remedy Intelligent Staffing

Charles Schmidheiser

Kathryn Schwartz

Lisa and Stephen Schwartz

Sarah Schwartz

Neha Shah

Elisabeth and Gary Shapiro

Robin Caiola Sheekey and Kevin Sheekey

Adrianne Singer

Ryan Smith

Keval Thakerar

Douglas Thomson

Laura Tyson

Deborah Uluer

Bree Walker

Tom Watrous

Kenneth Webel

Peter Weinberg

Samuel Weinstein Family Foundation

Carol and Kenneth Weiser

Beatrice and Leighton Welch

Kennedy Wilson

Per Wimmer

Women's Chevra Kadisha 
of Poughkeepsie

Christine and Benjamin Woods

Martin Wright

L’Envol, France

Roundup River Ranch, CO

 
         

        
Camp Footprints, South Africa
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We Are Paul's Legacy
There will always be children and families 
who need a dose of camp magic to 
help them remember that anything is 
possible, no matter the circumstance. 
Please consider helping us make camp 
possible for generations to come. 

A planned gift to SeriousFun through your 
will, trust, or other financial planning tool 
will ensure that a child tomorrow, or a family 
years from now, will benefit from camp. It’s 
a powerful and meaningful opportunity.

We would be pleased to provide you further 
information about the opportunity to make 
a planned gift in support of SeriousFun.

To learn more, please visit: 

seriousfunnetwork.org/
plannedgiving 

or contact Julia Harris at 
jharris@seriousfunnetwork.org 

or call 203.571.0694



SeriousFun Children’s 
Network Support Center
228 Saugatuck Avenue
Westport, CT 06880

seriousfunnetwork.org
p. 203.562.1203


